
But that would reduce fresh water flowing through 
the delta, making the estuary more salty and some 
farming problematic.

And the tunnels would be bored through the delta’s 
most pristine area, a backwater region of meandering 
sloughs, cottonwoods, salmon and bass, frequented by 
boaters piloting everything from fishing skiffs to luxury 
houseboats.

So you don’t have to spend 1 million hours of study 
to criticize this project, which would muck up pictur-
esque and highly productive pear orchards during the 
decade-long construction and cost roughly $17 billion 
, paid for through higher water rates in Los Angeles 
and elsewhere.

It was going to cost around $25 billion . But Brown 
cut the price tag by backing off his promise to restore 
100,000 acres of wildlife habitat over the next four de-
cades.
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A Million Hours and Delta Project 
Still Not Shovel-ready

Gov. Jerry Brown says critics of his water tunnel 
plan who haven’t spent 1 million hours studying it 
-- as his administration has -- should just shut up.

Well, that bait is too tempting to resist.
First, only a government could spend that 

much time on a project and not turn a shovel.
Second, Brown should be thankful so many 

people have criticized his proposed fix of the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin River Delta . Because they 
prodded him into recently improving the project, 
at least making it less intrusive and ugly.

Here’s what Brown told a Sacramento conven-
tion of local water officials last week: “Until you 
put a million hours into it, shut up!”

The crowd laughed.
Then Brown added, with a slight smirk: “Because 

you don’t know what the hell you’re talking about.”
A Brown spokesman later said the governor had 

been kidding. But the body language didn’t show 
that. It depicted a guy who believes: I’m smarter 
and know better than anyone.

Maybe he often does. But no one’s thinking is 
constantly superior.

“The governor has his fingers in his ears and will 
not listen,” said Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla , execu-
tive director of the anti-tunnels coalition Restore 
the Delta.

Admittedly, I haven’t spent 1 million hours 
studying Brown’s plan. That’s 114 years, 24-7.

But, guaranteed, I’ve spent a lot more time than 
Brown in the delta, on and off the 1,000 miles of 
navigable, winding waterways.

It’s one of California’s best-kept secrets, bucolic, 
mysterious and serene. The delta is a boating para-
dise, a winter home for migrating waterfowl and 
passageway for spawning salmon -- the largest es-
tuary on the west coast of America, north or south.

It’s also California’s main water hub, supplying 
drinking water for 24 million people and irrigation 
for 3 million acres. But the plumbing is old and 
broken and needs to be redesigned.

The worst culprits are giant pumps in the south-
ern delta that chomp up fish, including the tiny 
vanishing smelt. They also reverse San Joaquin 
River flows, fatally confusing young salmon head-
ed to sea.

That has led to court cutbacks on water pumped 
south through federal and state aqueducts, anger-
ing San Joaquin Valley farmers. This was happen-
ing even before the drought really tightened the 
spigot.

Brown’s solution for making the plumbing more 
reliable is to bore two 40-foot-wide, 30-mile-long 
tunnels under the delta to carry fresh Sacramento 
River water directly to southbound aqueducts. Ac-
tually, it would be a 39-mile-long project counting 
three huge intake pipes siphoning off the river wa-
ter just south of Sacramento.

By George Skelton
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591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 1250 | San Diego, CA 92108 
TEL: (619) 814-3705 | FAX: (619) 814-3770 

acale@pulice.com; kbell@pulice.com 
Equal Opportunity Employer

Invitation to Bid for:
SMALL AND MINORITY FIRMS, WOMEN’S BUSINESS ENTERPRISE  

AND LABOR SURPLUS AREA FIRMS 
Subcontractors, Material and/or Suppliers, and Professional Services for:

RICHARD A. REYNOLDS DESALINATION FACILITY PHASE II EXPANSION 
OWNER: Sweetwater Authority 

Project No.: B.P. 20084022 
LOCATION: Chula Vista, CA 

QUOTE DEADLINE: June 8th, 2015 3:00 PM
The project generally consists of the following:

MODIFICATION TO AN EXISTING BRACKISH GROUNDWATER DESALINATION FACILITY, 
INCLUDING THREE REVERSE OSMOSIS TRAINS, IRON AND MANGANESE FILTRATION 
SYSTEM, DEGASSIFIER, FLUORIDE SYSTEM, CHEMICAL SYSTEM MODIFICATION, AND 
EXTENSIVE ELECTRICAL, INSTRUMENTATION, SCADA AND PUMP AND MOTOR IN-
STALLATION, CONSTRUCTION OF WELLHEAD FACILITIES AND WELL BUILDINGS AT 
FIVE NEW WELLS.

Plans and Specifications are available free of charge online at:

http://www.ebidboard.com/public/projects/index.asp?mbrguid=D0757BD8-8C21-406F-97F9-
D160301A9BAF

Quotes for Services & Supplies are requested for the following items including,  
but not limited to: 

SWPPP, Landscaping and Irrigation, Masonry, HVAC, Sheetmetal, Doors & Louvers, Painting & 
Coatings, Composite Roofing/Insulation, Welded Steel Tank, Electrical & Instrumentation, Water 
Treatment Pumps and Process Equipment, Process and Waterworks Pipe & Valves, Reinforcing Steel, 
Concrete & Aggregates, Paving, Striping, Minor Concrete, Rough Carpentry, Fencing

Opportunities for quotations will be needed throughout the life of the project. Terms and conditions 
should be made part of the quotations.  100% performance and payment bonds may be required for 
the full amount of the subcontract price. Pulice Construction, Inc. will assist with obtaining bond-
ing, lines of credit, and insurance by encouraging the subs and vendors to work with state supportive 
services programs.  Responsive subcontractors must possess a current contractor’s license, insurance, 
and worker’s compensation coverage complying with Pulice Construction, Inc. requirements and will 
be required to sign a standard Subcontract Agreement.

Pulice Construction, Inc. will analyze and consider each quote received, including those that are 
broken down into economically feasible units to facilitate bidding. Quotes must be valid for the same 
period of time as specified by Owner for contract award. Any conditions or exceptions in Subcontrac-
tor’s quote are expressly rejected unless accepted in writing.

Pulice Construction, Inc. is committed to ensuring that subcontractors and vendors have the maximum 
opportunity to successfully perform on this project, and to making good faith efforts to utilize small, 
minority, and women’s business enterprises.

REQUESTING SUB-QUOTES FROM 
QUALIFIED SBE SUBCONTRACTORS/

SUPPLIERS/TRUCKERS FOR:
Lower Berryessa Creek Project Phase 1 

Contract No.: C0604  
Owner: Santa Clara Valley Water District 

Engineers’ Estimate: $18,000,000. 
BID DATE: May 27, 2015 @ 2:00 PM

Items of work include but are not limited to:  Re-
bar, Noise & Vibration Monitoring, Quality Con-
trol and Testing, Clearing & Grubbing, Demoli-
tion, Dewatering and Water Diversion, Potholing, 
Top Soil, Import Borrow, Aggregate Base, ACB 
Cells, Articulated Concrete Blocks, Geotextile 
Filter Fabric, Decomposed Granite, Retaining 
Wall, Floodwall, Type 3, CIDH Concrete Piles, 
Planting, Landscape, Water Line, Steel Casing 
& Concrete Cap, Trucking, Soil Testing and Pro-
filing, Photographic & Video, Documentation, 
Construction Surveys, Temporary Survey Moni-
toring Monuments, Water Pollution Control Plan, 
Wildlife Biologist Services, Chain Link Fencing 
and Gates, Traffic Control and Flagging and Con-
struction Area Signs.

GRANITE ROCK COMPANY
120 Granite Rock Way, San Jose, CA  95136 
Phone (408) 574-1400  Fax (408) 365-9548 

Contact: Bob Williams 
Email: estimating@graniterock.com

Granite Rock Company ‘Graniterock’ is signa-
tory to Operating Engineers, Laborers, Team-
sters, Carpenters and Cement Masons unions. 
100% performance and payment bonds will be 
required from a qualified surety company for the 
full amount of the subcontract price. Bonding as-
sistance is available. Graniterock will pay bond 
premium up to 1.5%. In addition to bonding as-
sistance, subcontractors are encouraged to contact 
Graniterock Estimating with questions regarding 
obtaining lines of credit, insurance, equipment, 
materials and/or supplies, or with any questions 
you may have. Subcontractors must possess a cur-
rent contractor’s license, insurance and worker’s 
compensation coverage. Subcontractors will 
be required to enter into our standard contract. 
Graniterock intends to work cooperatively with 
all qualified firms seeking work on this project. 

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer

Sub Bids Requested From Qualified MBE, 
WBE, DBE Subcontractors & Suppliers for

City of Citrus Heights  
Sylvan Road Accessibility and  
Safety Improvements Project 
Location: Citrus Heights, CA 

Bid Date: May 21, 2015 @ 2:00 PM
McGuire and Hester is seeking qualified subcon-
tractors in the following trades: concrete; strip-
ing; trucking; sawcutting; electrical; slurry seal; 
survey; pavement reinforcing fabric; landscape & 
irrigation; and SWPPP. We will pay up to and in-
cluding one and one-half percent (1-1/2%) of your 
bonding cost.  Certification assistance is available, 
as well as viewing plans and specs.

McGuire and Hester  
9009 Railroad Avenue • Oakland, CA 94603 

Phone: (510) 632-7676 • Fax: (510) 562-5209  
Contact: Sean Moss

An Equal Opportunity Employer

REQUEST FOR LBE & DVBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS  FOR:
Dover Elementary School Synthetic Playfield 

Project No.: 11510093-00 
West Contra Costa Unified School District 

BID DATE: May 20, 2015 @ 2:00 PM
We are soliciting quotes for (including but not limited to): Trucking, Fencing, Concrete, Staking, Utili-
ties, Lime Treat, Striping, Synthetic Turf, Landscape and Construction Materials

O.C. Jones & Sons, Inc. 
1520 Fourth Street • Berkeley, CA 94710 • Phone: 510-526-3424 • FAX:  510-526-0990 

Contact: Mike Crowley
An Equal Opportunity Employer

100% Performance & Payment Bonds may be required.  Worker’s Compensation Waiver of Subrogation required.  
Please call OCJ for assistance with bonding, insurance, necessary equipment, material and/or supplies.  OCJ is willing 
to breakout any portion of work to encourage LBE/DVBE Participation. Plans & Specs are available for viewing at our office.
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DeSilva Gates Construction, L.P. is soliciting for 

LBEs for the following project:  

Silicon Valley Transportation Authority 
Berryessa Station Campus Area and Roadways 

Contract No. C742 (15002F)

OWNER:  
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (“VTA”)  

1436 California Room 202, 2nd Floor, 
Milpitas California 95035

BID DATE: May 20th, 2015 @ 2:00 P.M.
We hereby encourage responsible participation 
of local Disadvantaged Business Enterprises, and 
solicit their subcontractor or materials and/or sup-
pliers quotation for the following types of work 
including but not limited to:

Building, CIDH Subcontractor, Clearing and 
Grubbing/Demolition, Construction Area Sign, 
CPM Scheduling Consultant, Electrical, Emul-
sion supplier, Erosion Control, Fencing, Gabion 
Basket supplier, Lime Treatment, Minor Con-
crete, Reinforcing Steel, Soundwall (Masonry), 
Striping, Survey/Staking, Site Furnishings, 
Testing, Traffic Control Material Sup, Under-
ground, Class 2 Aggregate Base Material, Hot 
Mix Asphalt (Type A) Material

100% Performance and Payment Bonds may be required 
for full amounts of the subcontract price. Surety com-
pany will have to be approved by DeSilva Gates Con-
struction.  DeSilva Gates Construction will pay bond 
premium up to 2%. Subcontractors must possess current 
insurance and worker’s compensation coverage meeting 
DeSilva Gates Construction’s requirements.  Please call 
if you need assistance in obtaining bonding, insurance, 
equipment, materials and/or supplies.  Plans and speci-
fications are available for review at our Dublin office.

DeSilva Gates Construction
11555 Dublin Boulevard 

P.O. Box 2909 
Dublin, CA  94568-2909 

(925) 829-9220 / FAX (925) 803-4263 
Estimator: Dave Bast 

Website: www.desilvagates.com

An Equal Opportunity Employer

DeSilva Gates Construction is soliciting for 
SBEs for the following project.

Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Lower Berryessa Flood Protection Project Phase 1,  

Project No. 40174004, Contract No. C0604

OWNER:  
SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

5750 Almaden Expressway,  
San Jose, CA 95118-3686

BID DATE: May 28th, 2015  @  2:00 P.M.
We hereby encourage responsible participation of 
local Small Business Enterprises, and solicit their 
subcontractor or materials and/or suppliers quota-
tion for the following types of work including but 
not limited to:

Articulated Concrete Block, Biologist Consul-
tant, Concrete Floodwall & Structural Con-
crete, CIDH Pipe, Clearing and Grubbing/
Demolition , Dewatering, Landscaping, Temp 
Erosion Control & SWPPP, Quality Control, 
Underground, Noise & Vibration Monitoring, 
Trucking, Water Trucks, Street Sweeping

100% Performance and Payment Bonds may be required 
for full amounts of the subcontract price. Surety com-
pany will have to be approved by DeSilva Gates Con-
struction.  DeSilva Gates Construction will pay bond 
premium up to 2%. Subcontractors must possess current 
insurance and worker’s compensation coverage meeting 
DeSilva Gates Construction’s requirements.  Please call 
if you need assistance in obtaining bonding, insurance, 
equipment, materials and/or supplies.  Plans and speci-
fications are available for review at our Dublin office.

DeSilva Gates Construction
11555 Dublin Boulevard 

P.O. Box 2909 
Dublin, CA  94568-2909 

(925) 829-9220 / FAX (925) 803-4263 
Estimator: Victor Le 

Website: www.desilvagates.com

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Sub Bids Requested From Qualified  
DBE Subcontractors & Suppliers for

City of Sacramento 
Riverfront Reconnection Project 

Location: Sacramento, CA 
Project No.: T15998100 / STPCML-5002(177) 

Bid Date: May 6, 2015 @ 2:00 PM
McGuire and Hester is seeking qualified sub-
contractors in the following trades: trucking; 
landscaping; construction area signs; striping & 
signage; erosion control; clearing & demolition; 
polyester concrete; concret; chip seal; microsur-
facing; CIDH; masonry; rebar; highway signs; 
concrete flatwork; misc. metals; concrete barrier; 
streetprint; electrical; track construction; and 
sawcutting.  

We will pay up to and including one and one-half 
percent (1-1/2%) of your bonding cost.  Certifi-
cation assistance is available, as well as viewing 
plans and specs.

McGuire and Hester  
9009 Railroad Avenue • Oakland, CA 94603 

Phone: (510) 632-7676 • Fax: (510) 562-5209  
Contact: Sean Moss

An Equal Opportunity Employer

REQUEST FOR DBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS FOR:
Richmond Transit Village Phase 2  

Nevin Avenue Improvements, BART – 19th Street 
City of Richmond 

BID DATE: May 21, 2015 @ 3:00 PM
We are soliciting quotes for (including but not limited to): Trucking, Construction Staking, Traffic 
Control, Temp. Pedestrian Access and Signs, Stormwater Pollution Control, Clearing & Grubbing, Con-
crete, Tree Removal, Electrical, Geotexile Fabric, Retaining Wall, Elevator, Elevators Tower Structure & 
Enclosure, Fire Alarm, HVAC, Fire Protection System, CCTV Systems, Shelter Structure, Signs, Traffic 
Control Signs, Underground, Minor Concrete, Detectable Warning Surface, Striping & Marking, Handrail, 
Guardrail, Planting & Irrigation, Bike Rack, Trash Receptacle, Pedestrian Pavers, Fencing, Site Security, 
and Construction Materials

O.C. Jones & Sons, Inc. 
1520 Fourth Street • Berkeley, CA 94710 • Phone: 510-526-3424 • FAX:  510-526-0990 

Contact: Donat Galicz
An Equal Opportunity Employer

100% Performance & Payment Bonds may be required.  Worker’s Compensation Waiver of Subrogation required.  
Please call OCJ for assistance with bonding, insurance, necessary equipment, material and/or supplies.  OCJ is willing 
to breakout any portion of work to encourage DBE Participation. Plans & Specs are available for viewing at our office.

REQUESTING SUB-QUOTES FROM 
QUALIFIED SBE SUBCONTRACTORS/

SUPPLIERS/TRUCKERS FOR:
Pavement Maintenance Service FY2016-2020 

Contract No.:  M15060  
Owner:  Santa Clara VTA 

Engineers’ Estimate: $1,700,000. 
BID DATE: May 20, 2015 @ 1:30 PM

Items of work include but are not limited to:  
Striping, Seal Coat, Minor Concrete and Trucking.

GRANITE ROCK COMPANY
120 Granite Rock Way, San Jose, CA  95136 
Phone (408) 574-1400  Fax (408) 365-9548 

Contact: Vicki Narciso 
Email: estimating@graniterock.com

Granite Rock Company ‘Graniterock’ is signa-
tory to Operating Engineers, Laborers, Team-
sters, Carpenters and Cement Masons unions. 
100% performance and payment bonds will be 
required from a qualified surety company for 
the full amount of the subcontract price. Bond-
ing assistance is available. Graniterock will pay 
bond premium up to 1.5%. In addition to bond-
ing assistance, subcontractors are encouraged to 
contact Graniterock Estimating with questions 
regarding obtaining lines of credit, insurance, 
equipment, materials and/or supplies, or with 
any questions you may have. Subcontractors 
must possess a current contractor’s license, in-
surance and worker’s compensation coverage. 
Subcontractors will be required to enter into our 
standard contract. Graniterock intends to work 
cooperatively with all qualified firms seeking 
work on this project. 

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer
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g Continued from page 1
That idea was a fantasy anyway. Delta farmers op-

posed it. There wasn’t any money. And the real pur-
pose was to entice federal fishery agencies to grant 
the tunnel project a 50-year permit to pump away 
unimpeded. The feds nixed it.

So now Brown intends to do something more 
realistic: Restore 30,000 acres -- practically all of it 
owned by government -- at a $300-million cost dur-
ing the remaining 31/2 years of his final term.

“People are saying, ‘Gee, you didn’t do the whole 
100,000,’” Brown told reporters. “Hey, it’s been zero 
for a long time and the needs are getting greater, the 
fish are being depleted. So we’re doing a hell of a 
lot.”

Yes, if the restoration actually gets done. A major 
goal is to greatly improve salmon habitat.

One significant improvement in the revised 
tunnels project is to make it less unsightly and 
industrial-looking. The new plan eliminates three 
warehouse-size pumping plants on the Sacramento 
River . The water will flow to the tunnels by gravity 
instead.

Because there’ll be no pumping, the project won’t 
need giant power lines. They’re scratched.

A popular sanctuary for sandhill cranes won’t be 
treated as harshly.

Under the new permitting setup, federal wildlife 
officials can readjust the project’s operation as con-
ditions change. No one is sure what global warm-
ing will bring. Many opponents believe the tunnel 

A Million Hours and Delta Project Still Not Shovel-ready

project should have been moved closer to the San 
Joaquin-Sacramento river confluence. There, the 
tunnels and the cost would have been half the size. 
Innovative fish screens could have spared the salmon 
and smelt. And more fresh water could have flowed 
through the delta before being pumped south. That 
should have been seriously explored.

But water agencies in the San Joaquin Valley and 
Southern California -- which will foot most of the 
bill -- savored the fresh Sacramento River water.

“It’s not a water grab,” says state water director 
Mark Cowin , answering critics. “It’s a retrofit using 
modern technology.”

“It’s still a water grab,” insists Barrigan-Parrilla. 
“People don’t want this project. We will litigate ev-
ery step of the way.”

Suggestion to Brown: Don’t tell some judge to 
shut up.

Source: http://california.construction.com

Water birds fly over the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. (Luis Sinco / Los Angeles Times)

REQUESTING BIDS FROM DBE/MBE/WBE/OBE Subcontractors and Vendors 
Project: Pier C Sewer Abandonment, Long Beach  Project HD-S2493 

Owner: Port of Long Beach 
Bid Date: 6/2/2015 

Please provide scope letters to Blois Construction 2 days prior to bid date 
Please submit quotes at least one day prior to bid

Blois Construction is bidding this project as a Prime Contractor and is requesting bids 
from the following trades and suppliers: Concrete  -  Sand  -  Slurry  -  Asphalt Concrete 
Repair  -  Trucking  -  Surveying

For questions regarding the project, contact Crissy Gonzales at 805.656.1432,  FAX 805.485.0338 
or email deliagonzales@bloisconstruction.com. If interested in bidding this project,  
Blois Construction is willing to assist all qualified subcontractors/suppliers in obtaining  
bonding, required insurance, materials, supplies or lines of credit if requested.  Blois Construc-
tion is signatory to the Laborers and Operating Engineers.

Plans and specifications can be obtained from http://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.
cfm?CompanyID=19236.  They also are available for viewing at the Office of Blois Construc-
tion Inc. at no charge. 

Blois Construction is committed to working with qualified DBE/MBE/WBE/
OBE subcontractors and suppliers who respond.  Delivery schedules will be  
accommodated and categories of work broken down to facilitate maximum participation.   
Please include any certification you may have when submitting bids.  Self Certification is not  
acceptable.

Blois Construction Co., Inc. 
3201 Sturgis Road • Oxnard, CA 93030 
Phone: 805-656-1432 • 805-485-0338

Looking for 
Subcontractors, Vendors,  

and Suppliers?

 Advertise your Sub-Bid Requests  
in the Small Business Exchange.

With a monthly readership of 75,000,  
SBE reaches a diverse  audience, 
cutting across ethnic and gender 

lines as well as tradional industry 
segments.

Call 1-800-800-8534  
or visit us at www.sbeinc.com


